
INFINITIVES AND 
INFINITIVE PHRASES 

The final verbal….. 

Chapter 14C 



I. Infinitives 

a. are verbals (which means they look like a verb 
but act as other parts of speech). 

 
 Remember the other verbals? 

 Participles act as ADJECTIVES. 

 Gerunds act as NOUNS, which in turn act as subjects, 
direct objects, indirect objects, predicate nominatives, 
and objects of prepositions. 

 

b.  may act as nouns, adjectives, and adverbs 



I. Infinitives (cont.) 

c. is the TO form of a verb 
 The infinitive of run… is TO RUN 

 The infinitive of scream… is TO SCREAM 

 The infinitive of eat… is TO EAT 

 

Examples: 

To know Him is to love Him. 

I would love to eat some pizza today! 

Would you like to swim after we go to 
the mall? 

 



II. Infinitive Phrases 
a. Include the infinitive, objects, and any 

modifiers of the infinitive or its objects. 
 

Examples: 

I would like to have pizza with my class. 
Having to eat pickled herring at Christmas was 

not fun. 
Captain Piccard wanted to boldly go where no 

man had gone before! 
 
*Note: “To boldly go” is a split infinitive, 

meaning the “to” is separated from the “go.”  



WARNING!!! 
Please note the difference between the following! 

 
To THE MALL and to swim 

 
One is an infinitive, and the other is a 

prepositional phrase.  Do NOT get these 

confused. If “to” is followed by a noun or 

pronoun, then it is a prepositional phrase.  

VERBALS ARE ABOUT VERBS!   



III. Infinitive Phrases as Nouns 

a. Just like gerunds, infinitives may act as 
subjects, direct objects, predicate nominatives, 
or objects of the preposition. NOTE: They do 
not act as indirect objects….  This IS different! 

 

Examples: 

To err is human. 

He had no choice except to eat the pizza. 

Maria’s dream was to become an artist. 

Ralph always wanted to act on Broadway! 

 

 



 IV. Infinitive Phrases as Adjectives 
a. Like all adjectives, infinitives acting as 

adjectives modify NOUNS or PRONOUNS! 
 

Examples: 

The candidate to trust with your vote is Tony. 

Those are the easiest dogs to train. 

He has a great ability to paint landscapes. 

Josephine is the one to win the race! 
 

 

        



V. Infinitive Phrases as Adverbs 

a. Infinitives also act as adverbs; they must 
modify VERBS, ADJECTIVES, or other 
ADVERBS. 

 

Examples: 

The team was slow to score. 

My grandmother has come to stay. 

To avoid burning the bag of popcorn, take it out 
of the microwave after two minutes. 

 

 



Practice! Find and identify the infinitive phrases. 

1. To be objective in my decision is hard.  

 

2. Does Joan have enough change to make a phone call? 

  

3. Always try to proofread your paper. 

 

4. The Harlow twins came to play with my little brother.  

 

5. I was happy to give you a ride home.  

 

6. To move to a larger house would be unwise for us now. 

  

7. Fred was frightened to be alone in the old house.  

 

8. Megan is trying to practice the piano an hour a day.  

 

9. To be a doctor is Ann's ambition.  

  

10. Did you have time to feed the kitten?  

 

  



VI. Diagramming Infinitive Phrases 

a. Infinitives acting as nouns are diagrammed 
on a stick man holding a sword. . . 

I would like to eat.  

I              would like  

eat 



VI. Diagramming Infinitive Phrases (Cont.) 

b. Objects of the infinitive are added to the right of 
the center “body” line after an object line.  

I would like to eat pizza.  

I              would like  

eat pizza 



c. Modifiers are added under what they modify to 
the right of the center “body” line. 

I would like to happily eat pizza with 

anchovies.  

I          would like  

eat pizza 

anchovies 

VI. Diagramming Infinitive Phrases (Cont.) 



d. Infinitives acting as adjectives and adverbs are 
diagrammed under the word they modify. 

She came over to play basketball with my 

brother. 

She        came 

play basketball 

brother 

VI. Diagramming Infinitive Phrases (Cont.) 



Practice! 

We plan to go to Texas this summer.  

 

 

To know nothing is a travesty! 

 

 

Fred was frightened to peek in the closet. 

 

 

I need a spoon to eat the ice cream. 
 

 

 


